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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . S This communication is responsive to the response filed on October 12, 2004 . 
2. 13 The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-66 . 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) D including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. Marcus Dolce on December 22, 2005. 

2. The application has been amended as follows: 

In the Claims 
Claims 1 and 2 have been rewritten as follows: 
-1 . (currently amended) A food press comprising: 

a hopper with a lid, the lid having an open position and a closed position; 

a latch assembly adapted to maintain the lid in the closed position when 
activated and to discontinue maintaining the lid in the closed position when deactivated; 

a press plate vertically slidable within the hopper; 

the hopper being adapted to accept food between the lid and the press plate; 
the press plate adapted to be driven towards the lid in order to compress the food 
between the press plate and the lid within the hopper; [[and]] 
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wherein when a drive for the press plate is actuated, the latch assembly 
automatically activates to maintain the lid in the closed position while the press plate is 
being driven towards the lid. 

2. (currently amended) The food press of claim 1 . further including: A food pr e ss 
compr i s i ng: 

a hopp e r with a l id, th e li d having an open pos i tion and a clos e d pos i t i on; 
a l atch ass e mb l y a d a pt e d to ma i nta i n th e li d i n th e c l os e d posit i on wh e n 
a ct i v a t e d and to discontinu e ma i nta i n i ng th e li d i n th e c l os e d posit i on wh e n d e activat e d; 
a press p l ate v e rt i ca ll y s li dabl e w i thin th e hopp e r; 

th o hopp e r b e ing adapted to acc e pt food betw ee n th e lid and th e pr e ss p l ate; 

th e pr e ss p l at e adapt e d to b e driv e n towards th e li d i n ord e r to compr e ss th e food 
b e tw ee n th e pr e ss p l at e and th e li d w i thin th e hopp e r; and 
wh e r ei n th e la tch ass e mb l y automat i ca l ly act i vat e s to mainta i n th e l i d in th e c l os e d 
posit i on wh il e the press p l at e i s b ei ng dr i v e n towards th e li d, and 

furth e r i nclud i ng a delay device configured to delay the driving of the press plate 
towards the lid such that the latch assembly is activated a predetermined amount of 
time before the press plate is driven towards the lid.--. 

Claim 18 has been amended as follows: 

-1 8. (currently amended) A food press comprising: 

a hopper with a lid, the lid having an open position and a closed position; 
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a latch assembly adapted to maintain the lid in the closed position when 
activated and to discontinue maintaining the lid in the closed position when deactivated; 
a press plate vertically slidable within the hopper; 

the hopper being adapted to accept food between the lid and the press plate; 

the press plate adapted to be driven towards the lid in order to compress the food 
between the press plate and the lid within the hopper; 

wherein when a drive for the press plate is deactuated, the latch assembly 
automatically deactivates to discontinue maintaining the lid in the closed position after 
the food has been compressed within the hopper.--. 

Claim 35 has been amended as follows: 

-35. (currently amended) The food press of claim 3, further including: A food pr e ss 
compr i s i ng: 

a hopp e r w i th a li d, th e li d having an op e n pos i tion and a closed posit i on; 
a l atch assemb l y a d a pt e d to ma i nta i n th e li d i n th e c l osed pos i tion when 
act i vat e d a nd to d i scontinu e ma i nta i ning th e li d i n th e c l os e d pos i t i on wh e n d e act i vat e d; 
a pr e ss p l at e vertical l y slidab le with i n th e hopp e r; 

th e hopp e r b ei ng adapted to accept food b e tw ee n th e li d and th e pr e ss plat o ; 

th e pr e ss p l at e adapt e d to b e dr i v e n towards th e lid i n order to compr e ss th e food 
b e tw ee n th e pr e ss p l at e a n d th e li d w i thin th e hopp e r; 

wh e r ei n th e l atch ass e mbly automat i cal l y d e act i vates to d i scont i nu e mainta i ning 
th e li d i n th e c l os e d pos i tion aft e r th e food has b ee n compr e ss e d w i thin th e hopp e r, and 
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furth e r inc l ud i ng a delay device configured to delay the driving of the press plate 
towards the lid such that the latch assembly is activated a predetermined amount of 
time before the press plate is driven towards the lid.--. 

Claims 39 and 40 have been rewritten as follows: 
--39. (currently amended) A food press comprising: 

a hopper with a lid, the lid having an open position and a closed position; 

a closure mechanism comprising a first member on the lid and a second member 
on the hopper configured to interact to maintain the lid in the closed position when the 
closure mechanism is activated and to discontinue maintaining the lid in the closed 
position when the closure mechanism is deactivated; 

a press plate vertically slidable within the hopper; 

the hopper being adapted to accept food between the lid and the press plate; 

the press plate adapted to be driven towards the lid in order to compress the food 
between the press plate and the lid within the hopper; [[and]] 

wherein when a drive for the press plate is actuated, the closure mechanism 
automatically activates to maintain the lid in the closed position while the press plate is 
being driven towards the lid. 

40. (currently amended) The food press of claim 39, further including: A food pr e ss 
compr i s i ng: 

a hopp e r w i th a li d, th e l id hav i ng an op e n pos i t i on and a clos e d posit i on; 
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a c l osur e m e chan i sm compr i s i ng a first m e mb e r on th e li d and a s e cond m e mber 
on th e hopp e r configur e d to i nt e ract to ma j ntain th e l id i n th e clos e d posit i on wh e n th e 
c l osur e m e ch a n i sm i s act i vat e d and to d i scont i nu e ma i nta i n i ng th e li d i n th e clos e d 
posit i on wh e n th e c l osur e m e chan i sm i s d e act i vat e d; 

a pr e ss plat e v e rt i cal l y s li dab le with i n th e hopp e r; 

th e hopp e r b ei ng adapt e d to acc e pt food b e tw ee n th e l id and th e pr e ss p l at e ; 

th e pr e ss p l ato adapt e d to b e driv e n towards th e li d i n ord e r to compr e ss tho food 
b e tw ee n th e pr e ss p l ate and th e l id w i thin th e hopp e r; and 

wh e r ei n th e c l osur e m e chan i sm automat i ca l ly act i vates to ma i nta i n th e l id in th o 
c l os e d position whi l e th o pr e ss plat e is b ei ng dr i v e n towards th e li d, and 

furth e r i ncluding a delay device configured to delay the driving of the press plate 
towards the lid such that the closure mechanism is activated a predetermined amount of 
time before the press plate is driven towards the lid.--. 

Claim 50 has been amended as follows: 

-50. (currently amended) A food press comprising: 

a hopper with a lid, the lid having an open position and a closed position; 

a closure mechanism comprising a first member on the lid and a second member 
on the hopper configured to interact to maintain the lid in the closed position when the 
closure mechanism is activated and to discontinue maintaining the lid in the closed 
position when the closure mechanism is deactivated; 

a press plate vertically slidable within the hopper; 


Application/Control Number: 09/586,943 Page 7 

Art Unit: 3724 

the hopper being adapted to accept food between the lid and the press plate; 

the press plate adapted to be driven towards the lid in order to compress the food 
between the press plate and the lid within the hopper; 

wherein when a drive for the press plate is deactuated. the closure mechanism 
automatically deactivates to discontinue maintaining the lid in the closed position after 
the food has been compressed within the hopper.-. 

Claims 61 and 62 have been rewritten as follows: 
-61 . (currently amended) A food press comprising: 

a hopper with a lid, the lid having an open position and a closed position; 

means for maintaining the lid in the closed position when the means for 
maintaining is activated and to discontinue maintaining the lid in the closed position 
when the means for maintaining is deactivated; 

a press plate vertically slidable within the hopper; 

the hopper being adapted to accept food between the lid and the press plate; 

the press plate adapted to be driven towards the lid in order to compress the food 
between the press plate and the lid within the hopper; [[and]] 

wherein when a drive for the press plate is actuated, the means for maintaining 
automatically activates to maintain the lid in the closed position while the press plate is 
being driven towards the lid. 
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62. (currently amended) A food press comprising: 

a hopper with a lid, the lid having an open position and a closed position; 

means for maintaining the lid in the closed position when the means for 
maintaining is activated and to discontinue maintaining the lid in the closed position 
when the means for maintaining is deactivated; 

a press plate vertically slidable within the hopper; 

the hopper being adapted to accept food between the lid and the press plate; 

the press plate adapted to be driven towards the lid in order to compress the food 
between the press plate and the lid within the hopper; 

wherein when a drive for the press plate is deactuated. the means for 
maintaining automatically deactivates to discontinue maintaining the lid in the closed 
position after the food has been compressed within the hopper.--. 


Rejoinder of Withdrawn Claims 
3. Due to the allowability of the respective independent claims, the restriction 
requirement has been withdrawn and the withdrawn claims have been rejoined. 

r 

In the Specification 

In the replacement paragraph filed on October 21 , 2002 for the paragraph beginning on 
page 3, line 26: 

line 18, the following has been inserted before "towards": 
-from a top 24 of the hopper 12-; 
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line 19, "24" has been deleted; 

line 20, "when the hopper 12" has been deleted. 
In the replacement paragraph filed on October 21 , 2002 for the paragraph beginning on 
page 6, line 19: 

line 6, "5" has been changed to -8--. 
In the replacement paragraph filed on January 20, 2003 for the paragraph beginning on 
page 10, line 13: 

line 4, "into the" has been deleted, and -the- has been inserted before "first". 
In the replacement paragraph filed on January 20, 2003 for the paragraph beginning on 
page 11, line 11: 

line 23, "into the" has been deleted. 

In the original specification: 

Page 5, line 14, "2" has been changed to -1~. 

Page 13, line 1 1 , -relief- has been inserted after the second occurrence of 
"pressure"; 

line 20, "fiction" has been changed to -friction-. 

Additional Prior Art 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The newly-cited prior art disclose inventions which have features 
similar to the claimed invention. However, these inventions, each taken alone or in 
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combination with the prior art of record, do not teach or fairly suggest the claimed 
invention. 


Reasons for Allowance 

5. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art of record, either taken alone or in combination, does not teach or 
fairly suggest the claimed invention. For example with claim 1 , the prior art of record 
does not teach or suggest a food press comprising: a hopper with a lid as claimed; a 
latch assembly as claimed; a press plate as claimed; wherein when a drive for the press 
plate is actuated, the latch assembly automatically activates to maintain the lid in the 
closed position while the press plate is being driven towards the lid. That is, the prior art 
lacks at least the combination of claimed features including the structure connecting 
and/or providing a communication between the drive for the press plate and the latch 
assembly to cause the latch assembly to respond to the actuation of the drive for the 
press plate to perform the function of "when a drive for the press plate is actuated, the 
latch assembly automatically activates to maintain the lid in the closed position while the 
press plate is being driven towards the lid." The same applies for the other independent 
claims with respect to the corresponding language recited therein. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Clark F. Dexter whose telephone number is (571 )272- 
4505. The examiner can normally be reached on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Allan N. Shoap can be reached on (571)272-4514. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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